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SEARCHING FOR THE CAUSES OF AUTISM
	


Greetings from the Montreal Children's Hospital Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) Program! We are writing to tell you about the Simons Simplex Collection; an exciting international research program led by many of the global leaders in autism. The principal investigator at the Canadian site is Dr. Fombonne, Director of the ASD program at the MCH.  The main goal of this ground-breaking study is to find out more about the genetic causes of autism.  We have just a few months left before the recruitment phase of the study is complete. We would like to offer the opportunity to participate to as many families as possible before it is too late.
We are specifically looking for families who meet the following criteria.

1) Only one child with an ASD, aged 4 – 17 years

2) One or more siblings without an ASD, aged 4 – 17 years

3) Both biological parents must be willing to participate

4) Primary language of the child is English
5) Live within 3 hours travel distance of Montreal (local evaluations may be available)
What will families receive from their participation in the Study?

1) Families receive a research report that includes information from a cognitive / IQ assessment and the behaviour/diagnostic measures

2) Each member of the family who participates in the blood draw will receive a $25 certificate
3) Families can be reimbursed for travel or childcare costs incurred on the day of the clinic appointment

4) Families will be part of a special group of individuals contributing to our scientific understanding of the causes of ASDs

How will families participate?

1) There are two telephone interviews with researchers

2) There is one clinic appointment, involving: 

· Cognitive / IQ testing and behavioural evaluations for the child with the ASD, as well as photographs, measurements, and a blood sample for participating family members to obtain DNA samples for genetic testing.

* Please note that involvement in this research is completely voluntary and families may leave the study at any time. All information gathered in this study is kept strictly confidential.

PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE MORE INFORMATION
We are happy to answer any questions that you may have.

Simons Project Coordinator: Cara Schwartz

514-412-4400 ext 23325

Cara.Schwartz@muhc.mcgill.ca
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