Gatineau, April 11,  2007
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Hello !
We start this edition of the newsletter with important news concerning the 2007 summer camps at Trait d’Union Outaouais, family services, and the requests  for  access to services at TUOI.
SUMMER CAMPS 2007
Following consultation at the special general meeting last October 10th, the Board of Directors has outlined the services offered at TUOI and established the framework for managing the spaces in programs run by TUOI starting with the 2007 summer camps.    It has been agreed that priority will be given to children and teenagers already receiving services in the Camps and Social Integration sectors.

The Board of Directors has also agreed to allot an additional $20 000 to the summer camps in order to create extra spaces.
Camp registration at TUOI will be done in two steps:
1-
The  first  registration  session  will  take  place on Thursday,   May 10th   between 
5:30 pm and 8:30 pm for the families of children and teenagers who have already participated in programs in the Camps and Social Integration sectors in  the past year (summer-fall 2006 and winter- spring 2007).

2-
For families whose  access has already been confirmed but whose child or teenager has not yet been participated in our programs  there will be a second registration session which will take place on Thursday, May 17th between 5:30pm and 8:30pm at Trait d’Union.  These families will be offered the spaces that have not been filled during the first registration session.  Please note that it is impossible to know how many or spaces will be available at this time.
Registration will be confirmed during the third week of May.
We ask you to take a look at the green annex for details concerning the services offered for summer 2007. 
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Note: Trait d’Union Outaouais wishes to thank Mrs. Anne Jamer Michaud for translating this edition.
Temporary interuption of services in the family sector
We want to let you know that Carmen Michaud has left her job as coordinator of the Family Services sector as of Friday, April 13th.   Taking this into account, the Board of Directors, the Director and coordination team have decided to temporarily suspend services in the Family sector as well as all of the processing of new requests for services until a replacement can be found.
Please note the following three exceptions :

· The babysitting services will be taken over by an educator, Isabelle Rodrigue, who will contact the families registered in the service to relay any pertinent information ;
· The information session on medication planned for May 1st will proceed according to schedule with babysitting services, if needed.  To sign up for the information session or the babysitting, please contact Julie Marois at extension 24 before April 25th.
· On Saturday, June 16th from 9 am until noon there will be a round table discussion on sexuality, led by Josée Roy, a sex therapist specialized in ASD.  This activity is designed for the parents of teenagers with ASD (13-21 years old).  The number of spaces is limited so please contact Brigitte Bachellerie at extension 25 before June 1st.

Considering all of the activities taking place, the available human resources, the time needed for posting the job, the hiring procedure, the summer season and the time required to fully integrate a new employee, we believe that services should begin again at the beginning of September.  We apologize for the inconvenience.  Please know that we would like to be able to do more.

We will be informing our partners as well as the Health and Social Services Agency (l’Agence de la santé et des services sociaux) of the situation so that everything possible can be done to overcome any difficulties this situation may cause.  We encourage parents to contact their CLSC or the Office des personnes handicapées du Québec     (1-800-567-1465) for support, information, referrals or help.


MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Trait d’Union’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) will take place on Tuesday, June 12th.  You will be receiving the agenda and any additional information shortly.  

As our rules state, now is the time to renew your TUOI family membership ($30).  Remember that membership is necessary for families wishing to have access to TUOI’s services and it allows you to vote at the AGM.  A second family membership is available for $15 and offers a second vote per family.
Attached is a bill for your membership.  Please send us your payment before June 1, 2007.*
*New families who have paid their membership since March 1st are exempt and their membership will be valid until June 2008.




ART EXHIBIT
More than fifty people, as well as several journalists, attended the launching of Autism Awareness Month and the art exhibit that took place at Moca Loca at the Université du Québec en Outaouais on Thursday, March 29th.
Five Moca Loca locations in the region will exhibit works of art created by children and teenagers from TUOI.  Most of the art work was created during a special art project that took place between January and March 2007 in collaboration with Suzanne Brouillette, art therapist, and Anne Jamer-Michaud, parent and art resource person.  It is well worth it to take the time to go see the exhibits.  The location of the five Moca Locas are: 799, boul. de la Gappe (Gatineau sector); 25, rue De la Savane (Gatineau sector); 149, rue Principale (Aylmer sector); 550 boul. de la Cité (Gatineau sector) ;283, boul. Alexandre-Taché (UQO, Hull sector).
Last week, representatives from Trait d’Union attended the grand opening of an exhibit at the Musée des Beaux Arts in Montreal which features the art work of people of all ages with ASD.  The exhibit will run until May 2nd.  At the opening three prizes were awarded to the winners of the drawing contest sponsored by the FQATED (the provincial autism society).  One of those winners is from the Outaouais!  Congratulations to Antonio Maio, 17, who won first prize in the teenage category.  The winning drawings have been printed on greeting cards and distributed to regional associations across the province.  These cards are available at TUOI for $5.00 for a package of three. 
As well as the winning drawing by Antonio Maio, eighteen works created by TUOI children and teenagers will also be on display at the Musée des Beaux-Arts.  Please go and check it out if you get the chance!
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Here we see Antonio Maio with Quebec Autism Awareness Month spokesperson, 
Nicola Ciccone, at the opening at the Museé des Beaux-Arts in Montréal.
2007 WAlk for autism
Join our Honorary President, Joseph De Sylva, on Saturday, April 28th at the Centre de Plein-air du Lac Leamy for the 2007 edition of the Walk for Autism.  Step out!!!  New this year: a silent auction for Mother’s Day, ($$), a BBQ with IGA Extra ($$), stationary hot air balloon rides ($$) and more surprises!
promotional items
To increase visibility and support Autism Awareness Month, we will be selling pins, bracelets, window decals for the car and home, and blank greeting cards (three different cards per package) for $5.00 each.



VOLUNTEERS WANTED
We are looking for volunteers for a BBQ which will take place at the IGA Extra Famille St-Jacques in Gatineau the first two weekends of June (in collaboration with the Gatineau Knights of Columbus and in support of the Walk for Autism) ;
Viens golfer pour aider (Come golf to help) 
Brookfield Energy is organizing a golf tournament in support of children with autism in the Ottawa region and the Outaouais.  The third edition of this event will be called « Viens golfer pour aider » (Come golf to help) and will take place at the Château Montebello Golf Club on Friday, June 15th.  (Best of four balls format).  The tickets for foursomes will be sold until May 25th for $160 per person, and include a golf cart and lunch.
The goal is to raise $120,000 ($60,000 of which will go to TUOI)!!
For registration or questions please contact Johanne Villeneuve :


	Address
	480 boul. de la Cité, Gatineau, Québec, J8T 8R3

	Telephone/Fax :
	(819) 561-2722 ext. 6507 / (819) 561-7188

	E-mail:
	johanne.villeneuve@brookfieldpower.com


Art Auction at the cHateau cARTIER 

The Knights of Columbus (St-Médard Council) will again host an art auction at the Château Cartier in Aylmer, at 1170 Chemin Aylmer.  The auction will take place on Sunday, April 29th, starting at noon.  Part of the profits will be given to TUOI.
 annex





- Information concerning 2007 summer camps.


- What’s new at the Documentation Centre and the Matériathèque?


- Coupons for the auction on April 29th at the Château Cartier (a                       portion of the profits will be donated to 	TUOI).


- A reminder for family memberships.


- Registration forms for the Walk for Autism on April 28th.�









�





We want to remind you to please complete the questionnaire from the Fédération québécoise de l’autisme et des autres TED (FQATED) if you have not already done so.





To get a copy, please contact us at extension 23 or download it from our web site at www.traitdunionoutaouais.com.





Participants who complete the survey will be entered in a contest for a day of free babysitting or respite offered by TUOI.  








IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEBER





April 28th	: The 2007 Walk for Autism


April 29th	: Auction at the Château Cartier


May 1st	: Information session on medication


May 10th	: First registration session for TUOI summer camps 


May 17th	: Second registration session for TUOI summer camps


June 12th	: Annual General Meeting (details to come)


June 15th 	: Brookfield Energy Golf Tournament


June 16th	: Round table discussion on sexuality














